Introduction

Dear Engaged Couple

Congratulations!  Your Parish Family rejoices with you at the gift of love you have discovered in each other and which brings you to seek Marriage at this time.  As Catholic Christians, we believe that God, the Source of Love, has made the bond of Marriage a holy one, a reflection of Divine Love and a symbol of the union of Jesus Christ and his Church.  It is for us a Sacrament, one of the special ways we encounter our God.  The Sacrament of Marriage gives the spouses the grace needed to live their love in a real and faithful covenant.

The most important aspect of your wedding day should be the religious ceremony in which you make your commitment to each other.  Too often the preparations for the wedding day cause us to lose sight of the importance of the wedding ceremony itself.  We are also aware that there are some practical items that you may wish to know.  Before we list them we would like to highlight the very center of marriage and that is commitment.

It is with this understanding that we approach the preparation for this Sacrament with great care.  All of the practical guidelines in this book are directed to this end; to ensure that your wedding is a prayerful, reverent and holy celebration; one that truly helps you to experience and know God’s Presence within you.  Please read these guidelines carefully and give them your thoughtful consideration.

Thank you,

Assumption Parish Staff

Wedding Guidelines

Arrangements must be made with one of the Parish Priests at least six (6) months before the wedding.  Priests who are friends or relatives of the couple are welcome to officiate.  They are expected to follow Assumption’s guidelines and to make time to speak with the Pastor prior to finalizing the arrangements.  Please consult with one of the priests for more information.

Pre-Cana Marriage instruction is mandatory.  The priest will give you information regarding the Pre-Cana classes offered by the diocese.  

The place of the wedding is to be in the Church of the Assumption. Diocesan Church Law does not permit alternate sites such as parks, homes, hotels, boats, etc.  The parish church is the place where the local community gathers to worship, to pray, to hear the Word of God and to celebrate the great events of Christian Life.

Bridal Coordinators

This is a volunteer organization of people from our parish who assist in preparing you for your wedding at the Church of the Assumption.  A Bridal Coordinator will contact you four to six weeks before your wedding to offer assistance.  Please remember that these people are volunteers and will be working with a number of brides in our parish family at the same time.

Times for Weddings

Wedding ceremonies, masses, blessing services and validations may be scheduled on Friday afternoon at 4:00, 4:30 or 5:00 PM; or on Saturday afternoon at 12 NOON, 1:00, 1:30 or 2:00 PM.

Rehearsals for Friday weddings will be on the Thursday before the wedding at 6:00, 6:30 or 7:00 PM; rehearsals for Saturday weddings will be on the Friday before the wedding at 6:00, 6:30 or 7:00 PM.

In the case of a wedding being scheduled on a Friday, the rehearsal for the next day wedding will be with the permission of the Pastor.

All parties are expected to be prompt for both the rehearsal and the wedding ceremony and are to show proper reverence to the sacred space that is the church. Proper attire and a prayerful attitude (no food or drink or chewing gum) is expected in church.

Note:  Only one wedding will be scheduled on a Friday and only one wedding will be scheduled on a Saturday.  Any exceptions will be with the permission of the Pastor.

Photographs

Arrangements are to be made with a photographer of your choice.  Please give your photographer the attached sheet of guidelines to be followed for all weddings at Assumption.  Please tell him/her to be as inconspicuous as possible during the ceremony.  The photographer should see the Bridal Coordinator upon arriving at the church and make contact with the presiding priest twenty (20) minutes before the beginning of the ceremony.

Under no circumstances may the photographer enter the sanctuary, the sacristy, or the Children’s Room during the ceremony.

Video cameras are permitted but must be stationary.  They may be set up in the left or right aisles of the Church near the first pew but should never be in the center aisle.  No photographs are permitted in the Sanctuary during the ceremony.

Time is limited after a wedding.  Those getting married at a 2:00 PM, Saturday, ceremony must vacate the Church by 3:30 PM in order for the Church Staff to prepare for the 4:00 PM Vigil mass for Sunday.

Please keep in mind when planning your day that time will not permit the taking of photographs AND a receiving line.  Plan to do one or the other in the church.

While the photographs are being taken please ask the wedding party and your family and friends to wait quietly and be reverent of the sacred space that is the church. The Blessed Sacrament is present!

Also remember that there is no janitorial staff in the evening or on weekends, so help in disposing of any litter, decorations on the pews, etc. Please ask a young person in your family to pick up tissues, paper trash, water bottles, etc. that may be left in the vestibule, back and side or in the pews.

If you brought a Unity Candle please delegate someone in your party to pack it up and take it with you.

The Ceremony

The wedding ceremony will be planned with the priest who is to officiate.  You may ask relatives or friends to serve as Lectors.  They should be proficient in reading and they should rehearse their reading in advance.  The Director of Music Ministries will help in choosing appropriate music.  See “Music for the Wedding” later in this booklet.

There are two (2) types of ceremonies for weddings:

1. Marriage within the Eucharistic Liturgy (the Mass).  This is the required form for the Marriage of two Catholic persons.

2. Marriage Ceremony (outside of the Mass).  This is a special ceremony suggested for Marriage between a Catholic and a baptized non-Catholic Christian.  It is mandatory when one party is not baptized.  A Bride or Groom of another faith is welcome to invite their clergy to participate.  Please consult with the officiating priest for more details.

Rehearsal

All parties are expected to be prompt for both the rehearsal and the wedding ceremony and are to show proper reverence to the sacred space that is the church.  Being late may seriously inconvenience a rehearsal for another bridal party.

The Marriage License must be presented to the priest at the rehearsal.

Banns

Church Law no longer requires the publication of Banns in the Sunday bulletin.  A congratulatory announcement will be issued in the Sunday bulletin.

Flowers/Decorations

Arrangement should be made with a florist of your choice. Please give the florist the attached sheet of guidelines for all weddings at the Church of the Assumption.   Please have the florist see your Bridal Coordinator when he/she arrives at the Church.

For the decoration of the Sanctuary only two (2) arrangements are permitted.  They are to be placed on either side of the tabernacle. Deliver the flowers to the Communion rail or the sacristy.  The Bridal Coordinator will help with the placement.  No additional decorations are permitted in the sanctuary.  We request that you consider leaving the flowers on the altar after the ceremony, for the Sunday Liturgy.

 If you desire a crash for the center aisle (125 feet), please make arrangements with your florist.  The Church will provide a metal bar to secure the crash.  No adhesive tape of any sort is to be placed on the floor, the pews or any fixture of the Church.

Decorations are permitted on the pews but must be removed immediately following the wedding.  The decorations are in no way to scratch the surface of the wood.

If you are using a unity candle, the Bridal Coordinator will set it up in the Sanctuary and will return it at the end of the service.

NOTE:  We ask you to inform your guests that rice, confetti, rose petals, birdseed, etc., are not permitted to be used at a wedding at the Church of the Assumption.  No living creatures such as birds, doves, butterflies, etc., are to be released at a wedding at the Church of the Assumption. It is illegal to release helium balloons due to environmental concerns. No alcohol, food, drink or chewing gum is appropriate in the House of God.  Your cooperation will be appreciated. Please ask your guests also to turn off all cell phones and electronic devices prior to start of the wedding.

Wedding Attendants

The number of attendants in a wedding party is at the discretion of the Bride and Groom.

No child under the age of four (4) will be allowed to process without adult supervision.  All children under the age of eight (8) will be required to have an adult responsible for each of them.

Be advised that the Church of the Assumption has no Bridal Room.

Fees/Offerings

The wedding fees for the Church of the Assumption are as follows:


Use of the Church for a Parishioner*

$250**


Use of the Church for a non-Parishioner
$600**

** A non refundable fee of $100 will be required to reserve the church.

*Signifies being registered at Assumption for at least six (6) months and also contributing time and financial resources.


Organist (Director of Music Ministries)
$200

Cantor





$ 75

Fees for optional instrumentalists (trumpets, flute, violin, etc.) will be handled by the Director of Music Ministries.


One Altar Server


        $ 10 cash
(An Altar Server from the parish will be assigned to your wedding, if you would like a family member to serve the wedding instead, please let us know)

An optional offering may be given to the priest who presides over the wedding ceremony.

Please use the color-coded envelopes provided for these fees.  The envelopes will be given to you by the presiding priest.
Please return all envelopes one week before the ceremony.

(Please note:  These offerings can be negotiable in a case of genuine necessity. Consult with the officiating priest.)
Sacrament of Reconciliation

It is recommended that when preparing for the Sacrament of Marriage, the Sacrament of Reconciliation also be celebrated. This is especially recommended for the Bride and Groom, the wedding party and the immediate families.  The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available here at the Church of the Assumption on Saturday morning at 8:30 am or by appointment. Please celebrate this Sacrament of Reconciliation before the weekend of the rehearsal and wedding.

Music for the Wedding

The Marriage Rite is an act of worship on the part of all those present to offer thanks and praise and to ask God’s blessing on the couple’s life together.  It is also a solemn exchange of vows and a religious ceremony of the Church.

As such, all music used before and during the religious ceremony must reflect the reverence and dignity of the occasion. It must also intensify the Christian meaning of the ceremony and dignify and enhance the sacredness of the service.  In this light, the Diocese of Pittsburgh holds that:  “Of special importance are the secular tunes being used that may have romantic overtones for the couple, such as the song that they first heard together, (i.e. ‘Love Story, Romeo & Juliet, Longer Than’, and other such pop tunes.)  These do not fulfill good basic qualities of music in the religious ceremony.”

Therefore the following should not be used: 1) any music which is purely secular in nature and as such neglects the sacred union of the couple not only to one another but also to Christ.  This includes love songs and secular ballads, trivial and frivolous music, popular, operatic or Broadway musical favorites which merely recall sentimental personal association.  All such music should be reserved for the wedding reception. To deem a song inappropriate for the ceremony or liturgy but to say it is “alright” beforehand is not a legitimate compromise.  The prelude music should prepare the community for the worship.  It must create a framework to enhance and complement and cannot be seen as something apart from the ceremony.

The bride and groom must contact the Director of Music Ministries at least three (3) months prior to the wedding to confirm the date and time as well as to arrange a meeting to plan the music for the ceremony.

The Director of Music Ministries and the Church of the Assumption requires that the cantor for the wedding liturgy be a current cantor at the Church of the Assumption, and subject to the approval of the Director.

The use of any outside musicians is subject to the approval of the Director of Music Ministries.  The use of bagpipes is limited to the outside of the church only.

Registration

Please complete a Church of the Assumption parish census form if you plan to be a member of the parish after your wedding.  This form may be obtained at the Parish Office and returned there when complete.  If you are registered please make appropriate name and/or address changes the same way.

Resources

The Priests or the Music Director may be reached by calling the Parish Office – 412-766-6660 – and either speaking with them or leaving a message in voicemail.

We thank you for prayerfully planning your wedding day.  A Sacramental marriage is more important than a hall, a church or a reception!  Please pray at Sunday Mass each week after your engagement.  Bishop Sheen once wrote, “A family that prays together stays together.”

Planning your wedding day can be a very stressful and time-consuming task. Look beyond the hard work and see the spiritual and beautiful wedding day that awaits you.

Look to the future and see the wonderful gift God has given you that will last a lifetime.

“…love one another.  As I have loved you so you must love one another.”




John 13:34
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WEDDING GUIDELINES FOR PHOTOGRAPERS

So that you may be well informed as to the wedding policies of this parish, we have put together a set of guidelines regarding photography and video recording that will be in effect for all weddings at the Church of the Assumption.  We ask that these guidelines be respected and followed accordingly.

Please check-in with the Bridal Coordinator on arriving at the church.  About twenty (20) minutes before the ceremony, please introduce yourself to the presiding priest for any special instructions. Please be as inconspicuous as possible during the ceremony.

The presence of photography/video equipment inside of the sanctuary, or in the sacristy/children’s room is strictly forbidden.  All video cameras must be stationary in either the left or the right aisle near the front pew.

The use of flash for photography is permitted.  However, no additional equipment to enhance either the lighting of the sanctuary or the recording of sound is permitted.

No photographs are permitted in the sanctuary during the ceremony.

Photographs/video recording may be taken from the choir loft during the ceremony.

After the wedding, you are permitted thirty (30) minutes for a photo session providing the couple is not having a receiving line.  They cannot have both a photo session and a receiving line due to time constraints.
During the post-wedding photography session we ask that the party remain silent and that the photographers be as quiet and respectfully reverent of this sacred place as possible.

Thank you for complying with these guidelines.

Couple ____________________________________________

Wedding date/time __________________ Phone __________

January, 2011

CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION

45 NORTH SPRAGUE AVENUE

PITTSBURGH, PA  15202

412-766-6660

Wedding Guidelines for Florists

So that you may be well informed as to the wedding policies of this parish, we have put together a set of guidelines regarding flowers and other decorations that will be in effect for all weddings at the Church of the Assumption.  We ask that these guidelines be respected and followed accordingly.

For the decoration of the sanctuary only two (2) arrangements are permitted.  They are to be placed on either side of the tabernacle. Deliver the flowers to the altar rail or to the sacristy. The Bridal Coordinator will help with the placement of the arrangements on the main altar.  We request that the couple consider leaving the flowers on the altar after the ceremony.

No additional decorations may be placed inside of the sanctuary.  We request no pedestals on the main altar.

If crash is to be used, the center aisle is 125 feet in length.  The church will provide a metal bar to secure the crash.  No adhesive tape of any sort is to placed on the floor, the pews or any fixture of the church.

Decorations are permitted on the pews but must be removed immediately following the wedding.  The decorations are in no way to scratch the surface of the wood.

No rice, confetti, rose petals, birdseed, etc., are permitted to be used at a wedding at the Church of the Assumption.  It is illegal to release helium balloons due to environmental concerns.

Thank you for complying with these guidelines.

Couple ____________________________________________

Wedding date/time __________________ Phone __________
January, 2011
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